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\CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN




Becoming a Volunteer…..
So what does it take to become a CASA volunteer? First and foremost is a desire to help and a heart for children. Because we work with abused and traumatized children, we try to ensure the safety and well-being of those we serve by extensive screening of our volunteers. In addition to the application, volunteers are interviewed, references are obtained, and background checks are conducted prior to the 32-hour training course. Our volunteers average about 5 hours of service per week on their cases. Once assigned a case, we ask that volunteers commit to the length of a case.  

 The role of the CASA is to serve as: 

· An Impartial observer, conducting an independent investigation 

· An Information gatherer, obtaining all relevant facts about the child 

· A Monitor, to ensure that the court’s orders are carried out 

· A Reporter, submit written reports to the court 

Requirements: 

· 21 years old 

· High School Diploma 

· No felony convictions 

Training: 
· Complete 32 hours of initial training 

· Complete 12 hours annual in-service training 

Qualifications: 
· Maintain confidentiality of all client and court information 

· Ability to communicate effectively both orally and in writing 

· Ability to respect and relate to people from various backgrounds 

· Desire to advocate for a child and be his/her volunteer voice in court 

Commitment: 
· Be available for 3-6 hours a week to dedicate to CASA work 

· Commit to the length of a case (average 12-18 months). 
